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SECRETARY-GENERAL’S BULLETIN

To:
Members of the staff

Subject: PLACEMENT AND PROMOTION

1.
The unprecedented demands on the Organization, coupled with the continued financial uncertainty, require increased flexibility in the Organization's use of its human resources and a streamlining of many administrative procedures. To respond quickly to our various mandates and to put our human resources to optimum use, it is necessary to have a placement and promotion system that enables the Organization to fill vacancies with the best qualified candidates with a minimum of delay, consistent with the full and fair consideration to which all staff are entitled.

2.
Accordingly, a new placement and promotion system is established with immediate effect, replacing the comprehensive grade-by-grade review for promotion, as provided for in staff rule 104.14 [currently sr 4.15], which was reinstated by ST/SGB/246 of 23 December 1991. The new system provides for the announcement of vacancies as they occur or are foreseen, and for a continuous and comprehensive review of staff for placement or promotion against those vacancies. The purpose is to increase the transparency of the placement and promotion processes, which should reward staff for competence, creativity, versatility and, increasingly, mobility. Such a system is an integral part of any comprehensive career development system.

3.
The provisions of staff rule 104.14 (f) [currently sr 4.15] that are inconsistent with this system are hereby provisionally suspended pending amendment of the rule. Bulletin ST/SGB/246 is hereby superseded.

4.
I should like to emphasize that the appointment, promotion and placement policy within the Secretariat will be constantly reviewed, updated and refined in the light of experience and the long-term needs of the Organization.

5.
The modalities of implementation of the new placement and promotion system are set out in administrative instruction ST/AI/390 of 15 November 1993 [ST/AI/2006/3/Rev.1 (abolished and replaced by ST/AI/2010/3)].

Boutros BOUTROS-GHALI

  Secretary—General
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